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Invitation to the annual meeting of 

The Nordic collaboration on cancer patient pathways 

 
 
The Nordic strategic collaborative network about experiences, evaluation and multidisciplinary 

research in cancer patient pathways was established in 2016 and is supported by the Nordic 

Cancer Union and the Nordic Council of Ministers. The network aims to attract both research-

ers, healthcare professionals, consultants and administrators in order to share knowledge and 

experiences between the Nordic countries, and to inspire and guide research towards unmet 

needs. Although the standardised cancer patient pathways are similar in structure, there are 

great differences in how they are implemented and monitored, which can inspire reflections 

on best practice.  

 

   

The steering committee look forward to meeting both old and new colleagues with an interest 

in cancer care planning from all of the Nordic countries. Due to the Covid-19 situation, we 

postponed the annual meeting planned for November 2020 in the hope that it would be possi-

ble to meet physically in the spring of 2021. However, we expect that travelling restrictions 

may apply for quite a long time, and therefore we have arranged an online meeting.  

 

Steering committee 

Linda Aagaard Thomsen, Kræftens Bekæmpelse, Danmark 

Henry Jensen, Center for forskning i cancerdiagnostisk i praksis, Danmark 

Helena Brændström, Regionala Cancercentrum i Samverkan, Sverige 

Marcela Ewing, Regionala Cancercentrum Väst, Sverige 

Line Melby, Sintef, Norge 

Sissi Leyell Espetvedt, Helsedirektoratet, Norge 

 

Date: 26 May 2021 

Venue:  Free online meeting 

 

Deadline for registration:  20 May 2021 

Register here  

 

The official language of the meeting is English 

Conference secretary: Lissa Churchward, lissa@cancer.dk 

 

Website: https://www.cancercentrum.se/samverkan/vara-upp-

drag/forskning/nordic-collaboration-pakkeforlob/ 

https://www.conferencemanager.dk/nccppannualmeeting2021/signup
https://www.cancercentrum.se/samverkan/vara-uppdrag/forskning/nordic-collaboration-pakkeforlob/
https://www.cancercentrum.se/samverkan/vara-uppdrag/forskning/nordic-collaboration-pakkeforlob/
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Programme  
 
09.00 - 09.15: Welcome and status from the steering committee 

 

09.15 - 10.00: Introduction to the network interest groups from the coordinators (see 

description of interest groups on next page): 

 Diagnostic centres: Søren Gray Worsøe Laursen 
 National cancer cohorts: Bolette Danckert 
 Patient experiences: Helena Tufvesson Stiller 
 Coordinators: Øyvind Antonsen 
 Cancer in primary care: Senada Hajdarevic 
 Organisation and management of CPPs: Per Magnus Mähle 

 

10.00 - 10.50: Online network meetings in the Interest groups. Participants have the 

opportunity to meet each other in the individual interest groups, get to 

know each other, and share thoughts and ideas. 

  

10.50 - 11.00: Break 

 

11.00 - 11.45: Cancer patient pathways in the Nordic countries in light of the Covid-19 

pandemic. Presentations and panel discussion. 

 

11.45 - 12.30: Lunch break 

 

12.30 - 13.00: Introducing cancer patient pathways in Denmark and how this influ-

enced cancer care 

Professor Frede Olesen, Institute of Public Health, University of Aarhus 

 

13.00 - 13.30: Cancer diagnostics outside the standardized cancer patient pathways – 

in primary care and in the diagnostic patient pathway 

Amalie Martinus Hauge, VIVE – The Danish Center for Social Science  

Research 

 

13.30 - 13.40: Break  
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13.40 - 15.00: Short presentations of studies on cancer patient pathways 

 

 Use and diagnostic outcomes of cancer patient pathways in Denmark 

- is the place of initial diagnostic work-up an important factor? 

Christina Sadolin Damhus, PhD student, Dep. of Public Health,  

University of Copenhagen 

 

 Patient experiences from cancer patient pathways in Norway 

Marit Solbjør, Ass. Prof., Dep. of Public Health and Nursing, Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology 

 

 Routes to diagnosis and the association with the prognosis in patients 

with cancer - a nationwide register-based cohort study in Denmark 

Henry Jensen, Senior researcher, Research Unit of General Practice, 

Aarhus University 

 

 Lead time analysis in high risk T1 urinary bladder cancer, before and 

after introduction of the SVF-lead time reform in the Swedish north-

ern health care region. Significantly shorter lead times achieved 

Vera Rauhala, Medical student, Umeå University, Dept. of surgical & 

perioperative sciences, Unit of urology & andrology 

 

 Merging existing practices with new ones: The adjustment of organi-

zational routines to using standardized cancer patient pathways in 

primary healthcare 

Petter Fjällström, PhD-student, Umeå University, Dept. of Nursing 

 

15.00 - 15.15: Closing of the day 

Steering committee  
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Description of the network interest groups 

Members of the network have formed six special interest groups. All interest groups are open 

to new members interested in the area, and members are free to form new Interest groups of 

relevance to the network. 

  

 Diagnostic centres: Søren Gray Worsøe Laursen 

The group shares experiences on issues related to the diagnostic pathway which can be 

particularly challenging for patients who do not fit directly into an organ specific cancer 

pathways.  

 
 National cancer cohorts: Bolette Danckert 

The group compares different ways of measuring the performance of the cancer patient 

pathways in the Nordic countries, and study disparities in routes to diagnosis and time to 

treatment. 

 
 Patient experiences: Helena Tufvesson Stiller 

The group uses results from the Danish and Swedish surveys on patient experiences to 

identify areas of interest, and share results from respective surveys to provide a Scandina-

vian perspective on patient experiences in the cancer patient pathway.  

 
 Coordinators: Øyvind Antonsen 

The group uses the Nordic experiences to strengthen the role and function of the coordi-

nators in the cancer patient pathway. The group compares responsibilities, roles and com-

petences, and the importance of coordinators for patients and pathways.  

 

 Cancer in primary care: Senada Hajdarevic 

The group has so far formed studies on 1) experiences of patients included in cancer pati-

ent pathways, who do not have cancer, 2) Quality of care in cancer patient pathways; what 

does it mean for the different actors? 

 

 Organisation and management of CPPs: Per Magnus Mähle 

The group will compare models and exchange experiences on how management of CPPs is 

organised on a hospital level and regional level. This will be related to the prevailing model 

of hospital and healthcare organisation in the Nordic countries and will draw on a compara-

tive perspective to gain knowledge on advantages and disadvantages of the models prac-

ticed. 

 


