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Background
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= Percentage of referred patients not diagnosed with the specific cancer diagnosis 

= Percentage of referred patients diagnosed with the specific cancer diagnosis

Source: Sundhedsdatastyrelsens årsopgørelse 2017 - Monitorering af kræftområdet.



Developments in the diagnostic process of cancer in Denmark

… But what about patients who go through a cancer patient 
pathway without being diagnosed with the specific cancer 
diagnosis?

• Cancer patients undergo the diagnostic process faster.
• Cancer patients experience reduced waiting time.
• Cancer patients initiate cancer treatment at earlier 

stages of the disease.
• Improved survival among cancer patients.



Aim of the study

… to qualify our knowledge about the 
diagnostic process of cancer in Denmark by 
studying patients who are referred to a 
cancer patient pathway but not diagnosed 
with the specific cancer diagnosis.



Method

Retrospective population-based cohort study based on data 
from the National Patient Registry (NPR) and the Danish 

Cancer Registry (DCR).

Study design

Patients who completed a lung cancer patient pathway 
between 1 January 2013 and 31 December 2016 in Denmark 

without being diagnosed with lung cancer. 

Study population

Patients were followed for 12 months after finishing the lung 
cancer patient pathway.

Follow-up period



Characteristics of the study population



Characteristics of the study population (continued)



Other cancer diagnoses

14.5 % of the 
study population

1.9 % of the 
study population



Second cancer patient pathways (CPP)

17.5 % of the 
study population



Non-malignant diseases



… patients without cancer are subjected to 
unnecessary diagnostic processes in cancer
patient pathways!



Lung cancer patient pathways with invasive examinations



Risk of getting a lung cancer diagnosis in follow-up



The relevance of the study

The study contributes with knowledge about the diagnostic process 
of cancer in Denmark. This is relevant in the discussion of 

consequences and effects of implementing cancer patient pathways.

The study rises new questions
which are relevant to investigate further.



Thank you for your attention
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